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Admiral Hlllcnker.Cl fqrr‘n-
er Ccl'T al' Intelligente Agency
chxe[ once remarked to me that
in the entive
history of the -

:. Known at the
Pentazon as “Opelatlon 23.” A
group of “admital,"led by Ars
thur \W. Radford and Arleigh
Buﬁ(e, _banded fogether then to
& fFavent Air Force Secrelary
{ Stuart Symington and his sup-
porters from scuttling'the Navy,
Mr, Svmmgton triumphed tem-
}pmaul;, halting wotk on the
super-catrier, the U.S.S. Forres-
tal, and i’ammmg through a
{vast - bu»ldmv program for the
obsolescent” B-36, a giant and
costly Jong-range bomber: (To- -
day,,&mes ‘of B-365 rust at Stra-
tegic -Air "Command bases —.
and' ‘Symmgton s folly” has
"heen ‘reversed in favm of more
. balanced Hforces. }
The I\ennedv vncterv and the
émergence of Mr. Symington
as the new Administration’ 5 top
defense..adviser, has 1eopengd,
the conttovelsv—and the Navy
is agam in danger. A new ‘ofs 4
fense is being prepared by M
Symington’s Pentagon- suppo;t
ers to cut the Navy down to-a
secondaxy or, terualy semce
and to" make the Air Force
dommant In the name of “‘econ+""
omy,”* the (Air Force hopes to
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]1m1|. the Navy ta. the. Polay;s,

armed atomic' submarine, plus -
" is that it bases U.S.

-small supporting {orces.
There is -2 cerfaifi irony 4to. -
Ahis, 1t was he, Alr{"Foxcé t.bat

U.s. Navv 7 fought n"osl lucﬂy to kill ‘the-"
there had on-* Polaris pzo;f‘?i'm——thp argiment
Sy bcen' one  being that laHd- baqegqnlfcwoﬁhe
_mutiny.  -He _nental and mtgq:rne i4té “hallis’
“was referring  tic miissilet..nifide rocket sub-
to the now  marines.unné \‘§Sal\’ The fab-
h a ] fforgot- wulous succq;,s i"f ‘our atomic syb-
ten ‘Revolt of  marines anu%be Polaris’ mis-
the . Admir-  sile has undercut this argument,
de TOLL‘DA\O als” in 1949,  for.it has hecome appavent even

10 the ‘most doctrinaire military -

mjnd, fhat, the Polaris' subma-
ring ig- pemaps the. most effec-

tive ’weapon in gur arsenal. lt- fought with hydrogen hombs. In

is a ‘moavifig targaf: that ‘can”

"not he destroyed by, a Sovict

missile blitz, and” it can fire

“its rockels from underwater

where it is concealed from en-

semy reconnaissaneg 'plancs.

The Air Force propaganda -

Jine. now is that‘the Polaris -

submarine is great; but that -
carriers, missile-armed eruis-

-ers, and othex surface forces

are useless in a nucleat age.
Axrcxaft caulexszmhlch are..
movmg ta1gets*and .gan (‘arry
retaliation to the coefn
hased ,,mmlles
l\nocl\ed o,uL in 3 ;mcléar Peaxl

Harbor, are hemg descrihed as’ '-‘-
"snttmg ducks” for longirange S’ the West,' Apd when-Fidel Cas-
hombers. \Tha't the Sov:e(s -have:

cut down their strategic bombh- "
ing force to less than a bare” ™

minimum 'is a fact casually ir-

nored by Air Force proponen(s :

Ignored also is the very real
point that if a carrier-based air

armada i obsolele, wosfoo is:
“the - Strategic Air *Comniand. .

Both propositions are false,

gl an,

‘?’“\Tduld have been helpless to
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. The underlymg flaw in the
* Air- Force i‘on‘{cnhon however,
military .

sirate"y and tactics solely .on".
¢ the possxblhty of all:out war. It

is essenlial to.'mainfain a. dé-
tervent force of ICBMs and IR-

BMs, if' only® to disabuse the

Soviets of the idea that they

can deliver a' quick knockout |

- blow. Bify in'the protracted con-

flict heiweén East and West, the

J\avvedestmyevs, ervisers, ait* |
craft camels,‘;rand auviliary
. Ships ar'e a vital" element of our ‘L

. ever yddy occqx‘rez
“'is no slduch at-t

" itself on Capxtol Hill.. The place

- The Navy, prevenling an m“fg
vasion - by ‘its mere presence,
slopped Fidel Castro dead ,in .
his tracks without firing a. shot
It was a salutary demomha-
~tion both to the Cuban dicta-
lot. and ™ to (bxs Commyms.t
hosses.
There will be two umpues in
the contest: President -I\em)edy
and the Congzess “The* lobbva
ing, therefore,rwill fe' continu-’
ous' and ‘urgent’ fith the leak-.
‘age of * secret™ {estlmonv an
¢&™ The Mavy
s ! ﬂame "and -
it can-~prohably %ake care of

to_watch is 1600 Pennwlvama‘
Avenue. ‘Wil Mr.,Kennedy take =
time to assess the /pros and*
cons—or “will he merely bow {4+
Senator, | Svmmg(on” The de-
fetise ‘of the 'naﬁorh’han;:':i on 1
the answer to thsfquesu -

te

“.de’ense. f
“Brushfire” wal S,
the Communmtq exeel,

in \\hl(.h
aré not i

fact, there are few lcsponcnhle
world leaders’ who believe that'
all-out ‘nuclear war is*a factor
" in Communist strategic. think-
ing. The U.S. Navy, most pow-
erful in the world, helps keep,
the peace by patrolling the seas.
It | incomparable value was')
demonctrated during the Kopean
"War when it made the  waters
“around “Jdpan an Amencan
-:Jake. It was again demonstxated |
sWwhen  President Exsenhowex
Y moved decmve]y 1o p)‘evcnt the
* Gomomunist taketver of Lelsanon
“by landing Marine delachments.
1t hag k‘ept the Formosa Straits
an@ ‘the Mediterranean safe for

iro planned ah invasion of Cen-’
-tral America, it ‘was: the U.S:
fleet that interposed ‘itselfy be
tween the would-be aggressors
-and the anti-Castro Latin Amer-
ican natmns, thereby settmv up
a screeht in the Caribbean.
'I‘he Caribbean situation is:
pethaps the most dramatic ex-
,ample of the Navy's irreplace- ¥
ahle role, For the "Air Force

- stop' the flow of men apd- muni-
tions to Central America ex-
-cept by hombmg Cuban ships
and Cuban- beachheadq This
®could well have pjecxpxtated a
shooting  war .n .which Cuba
would have rallied the support

af 1ha Caviak ‘TTaian nnd DA

;

L island_into anthJ-ah_ﬁL___.
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